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As new dental materials come onto the 
market, it’s important to keep up to date 
with information so that every cementation 
procedure is successful. Cements, primers, 
adhesives, and etchants, along with substrate 
types, all have a role to play in the final 
outcome.

Dental cements come in a variety of formulas 
and have a wide range of applications. There 
are many factors to consider when choosing 
a cement, which include restoration type, 
substrate, procedure, esthetics, and the 
retentiveness of the prepared tooth.
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TREATING  
AND PRIMING INDIRECT 
RESTORATIONS
Treating the surfaces of your restorations is the first step 
to obtaining lasting results in the cementation process. 
Decontaminating and priming with the appropriate primer 
ensures a stronger bond between the restoration and the tooth 
and reduces bond failure.

After try-in, it is important to decontaminate the crowns. 
Phosphate contaminants from saliva can weaken bond strengths, 
and removing these will result in a better long-term restoration. 
If the crown has been sandblasted, clean the internal surface 
with a nonabrasive cleaning gel, then proceed with priming to 
the bonded surface with a suitable primer. If the surface isn’t 
sandblasted, the intaglio surface should be sandblasted, and a 
primer can then be applied.

The correct priming procedure is dependent upon the substrate 
to be cemented. For glass ceramics such as porcelain or lithium 
disilicate, first clean the restoration, then etch with hydrofluoric 
acid. To prime the surface, use a silane solution, such as  
Bis-Silane™ (a two-part silane coupling agent) or Porcelain 
Primer (a single-component, pre-hydrolyzed, no-mix silane 
primer). Silane solutions are designed to improve bonding 
between porcelain substrates and resin cements.

If the indirect restoration is zirconia-based, metal, or alumina, 
then an MDP-containing primer should be used, such as 
Z-PRIME™ Plus.


